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Introduction
Having been recommended by a local
commercial agent, Plan-A were instructed
by the prospective occupiers of a town
centre retail unit to apply for a change of
use to allow the property to be used as a
restaurant. Following a successful application,
the Company was retained to handle a
subsequent application for extension of the
commercial seating area associated with the
premises.

The Site
The site lies within the town’s primary shopping area and on a principal pedestrian route between the Market Place and one
of the main public car parks. However, despite its central location and high pedestrian footfall, the retail unit was vacant and
had only been previously occupied as a short term let.

Our Approach
The first step was to confirm whether planning permission would actually be required for the change of use, since
some changes of use can be undertaken as ‘permitted development’, and to review relevant planning history
associated with use of the site. In this case, it was established that planning permission would be required and there
was no adverse planning history that might prejudice the outcome of the change of use application.
Plan-A coordinated the necessary planning drawings in consultation with our clients to ensure that, in conjunction
with our supporting planning statement, we submitted a robust application for the proposed change of use. Whilst
no policy conflicts were identified, Historic England raised concerns over the potential impact of any works required
below ground level in support of the proposed change of use. They identified that the site lay within an area of the
town covered designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument and any internal excavation necessary in order to provide
associated services and facilities had the potential to disturb historic remains. However, once we were able to clarify
that no such works were required in support of the proposals, no objections were raised and the change of use was
granted planning permission.
Following implementation of the change of use, our clients sought to increase the area of external seating associated
with use of the property. Plan-A coordinated the necessary details to be provided in support of the application and
whilst a condition was imposed limiting the hours of use associated with the seating area, planning permission was
granted accordingly.

